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INDEX Events in Dubai
Welcoming the Brazilians
with Open Arms

E stablished in January 1991 as a
100% United Arab Emirates natio-
nal company, INDEX Conferences and
Exhibitions Organizations Establishment
is specialized in organizing internatio-
nal, national and regional medical, sci-
entific and trade conferences and exhi-
bitions. INDEX is a member of the FDI
World Dental Federation, International
Hospital Federation (IHF) and several
other international organizations, with a
worldwide network of agents. INDEX also
shares a working joint venture with re-
cognized government associations and
offers high quality services through a
dedicated and professional team.

To know a little more about that com-
pany and the high level of development
achieved by Dubai, BRAZIL EXPORT
Magazine (BE) has interviewed Abdul
Salam Al Madani, the chairman of IN-
DEX Holding, as follows:

BE - How many events does
INDEX organize yearly?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - INDEX
organizes yearly about 24 events with
the majority of them intended for the
medical profession. In addition, INDEX
organizes conferences and exhibitions
related to economic partnership betwe-
en United Arab Emirates and different

ations. These conferences attract more
an‘2,500 exhibiting companies from

120 countries and 45,000 participants
from different professions.

BE - How was the performance of
that company in 2005? What are the
perspectives for 2006?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - In 2005,
INDEX organized more than 20 conferen-
ces and exhibitions with a growth of 25%
as compared to the previous year. INDEX
will be organizing 24 conferences and
exhibitions before the end of the year. In
2006, INDEX was able to add two new
conferences to its portfolio and to organi-
ze three business forums. This is an outs-
tanding fact since the company organi-
zed only one business forum in 2005.

BE - Which are the leading events
organized by INDEX in this current
year?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - The lea-
ding events organized by INDEX during
2006 are:

e Tif (10th International Conference
on Thalasseamia and Haemoglobinopa-
thies & 12th International Tif Conference
for Thalassaemia Patients and parents)

e DWDM: Dubai World Dental Mee-
ting (Pre AEEDC Conference Courses)

e AEEDC: UAE International Dental
Conference and Arab Dental Exhibition

e ACHC: Arab Children Health Con-
gress

* REHAB Dubai: Dubai International
Rehabilitation Forum

* DUPHAT: Dubai International Phar-
maceuticals & Technologies Conferen-
ce & Exhibition

* Dubai Paediatric: A Course in Pea-
diatric Emergency Medicine

e DIHAD 2006: Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid & Development Con-
ference Exhibition

* |ECM DUBAI 2006: Dubai Interna-
tional Emergency & Catastrophe Confe-
rence & Exhibition

* Dubai Derma: Dubai World Derma-
tology and Laser Conference & Exhibiti-
on

* Emirates Germany Economic Part-
nership Forum

* KUPEX: UAE Property Investment
Opportunities Exhibition & Kuwait Pro-
perty Exhibition

e The 1st Annual International Infec-
tious Diseases Congress

¢ Minors, Care, Rehabilitation and
Utilization Intl conference for Awgaf and
Minor’s Affairs Foundation

e Emirates UK Business Investment
Opportunities Exhibition

e Offshore Arabia 2006: Regional
Conference & Exhibition on Offshore/
Coastal Protection

BE - What are the plans of INDEX
Conferences and Exhibitions Orga-
nization Establishment and INDEX
Holding for Brazil?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - In 2006,
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INDEX participated in three conferences
and exhibitions that were held in Brazil.
It is in the process of attracting several
companies from Brazil to participate in
its upcoming events. INDEX was able to
attract a Brazilian pavilion to the AEEDC
Conference. INDEX is also planning to
organize an exhibition and conference
in Brazil during 2008.

BE - Are the events of INDEX Con-
ferences and Exhibitions Organiza-
tion Establishment specially intended
for micro, small and medium com-
panies?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - INDEX
events are geared to all business com-
panies independently on their sizes and
financial capabilities. INDEX has attrac-
ted several multinational and some of
the top 500 Fortune companies to parti-
cipate in its events in addition to all bu-
siness companies. The most important
philosophy that INDEX adopts in orga-
nizing its conferences and exhibitions is
to attract leading companies nation-wise
to participate in its events. That proce-
dure gives a high quality to all events
organized by INDEX.

BE - What was the reason for the
INDEX Holding creation?

Abdul Salam Al Madani
- INDEX Holding was establi-
shed in 2006 in order to ga-
ther all its companies under
one umbrella and start pur-
chasing several companies
and assets in the upcoming
five years in order to become
one of the leading corporati-
ons in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, and the region. It is
worth noting that some of the
companies under INDEX Hol-
ding now have been in the
market for more than 45 ye-
ars, INDEX Conferences and

Exhibitions Organization Es-
tablishment has been in the
market since 1991. The last
addition to INDEX was Health
Management in December
2005, which is specialized in
healthcare consultancy,
healthcare management, trai-
ning and education.

BE - In your opinion
the current high interna-
tional price of petroleum
could inhibit the develo-
pment of global economy
in 20067 Do you think that
this price could decrease in the me-
dium term?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - We
don’t agree with the opinion that the
increase in oil prices may have a nega-
tive impact on the global economy. We
guess that the global economy, espe-
cially in the Gulf Region, is flourishing
as the current economies of Dubai,
United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Sau-
di Arabia. Those countries are attrac-
ting a lot of interested companies to
invest in these nations. Similarly, Du-
bai is investing in projects outside the
United Arab Emirates and we are sure
that everyone in the world is aware of
these investments.

In respect to the oil price, we don't
believe that this price will decrease in
the medium term. Our monitoring of oil
prices indicate that they won't significan-
tly drop from where they have reached
independently on current economic and
political events. Also it is worth mentio-
ning that according to our readings of
the major governmental buyers in the
world the oil prices will only rise if there
be an increase in the corresponding
collected taxes.

BE - What is the secret for the

high level of development achieved
by Dubai?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - The
main secret behind the exponential de-
velopment of Dubai, as compared to
any other place in the world, is due to
the vision of the leaders of Dubai, es-
pecially the vision of HH Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al

Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minis-
ter and Ruler of Dubai, who has clearly
set the vision and targets to achieve
an unprecedented growth in Dubai
and the world. This vision does not
abide with norms or principles of eco-

nomic development known or taught
to professionals. It is simply correlated
to a dynamic, proactive leadership and
execution of projects beyond red ta-
pes and bureaucracy depending on
diversified and dynamic national Uni-
ted Arab Emirates resources and at-
tracting investors from all over the
world. These investors are provided
with opportunities to see a return on
their investments in the short term.

BE - Is there anything else you
would like to add?

Abdul Salam Al Madani - We
would like to emphasize
that Brazil has a high
growth potential. We invite
and encourage our collea-
gues in Brazil to open their
doors to the Gulf Region for
exchanging with us their
expertise and experien-
ces. We assure them that
Dubai and the entire regi-
on welcome Brazilian com-
panies and people with
open arms for investing; ex-
panding their business
and living in Dubai, the city

of visionaries. &&=
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